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Report of One Day Webinar 

on 

“Business Grants/Loan for Students to Promote Academic 

Innovations ” 

Department of Agricultural Engineering, MNS University of Agriculture 

Multan with the collaboration of Punjab Small Industry Corporation (PSIC) and MNS 

University of Engineering and Technology (MNSUET) Multan organized a webinar 

on “Business Grants/Loan for Students to Promote Academic Innovations” on 

January 14, 2021. The basic theme/objective of webinar was to share/discusse 

innovative businesses ideas and introduce student loan schemes of PSIC. In the 

webinar,  followings were discussion panalists/stake holders: 

 Prof. Dr. Asif Ali, Vice Chancellor, MNSUAM Patron in Cheif 

 Prof. Dr. Amir Ejaz, Vice chancellor, MNS UET Keynote speaker  

 Jamil Ahmed Jamil, Managing director (PSIC), Lahore Keynote speaker 

 Ammarah Manzoorr, Regional director (PSIC), Multan Keynote speaker 

 Mr. Usman Khawaja, CEO Excell Group of Industries, Multan Discussion panelist 

 Dr. Asif Yaseen, Dept. of Commerce, BZU, Multan Discussion panelist 

 Dr. Sarfraz Hashim, HoD, DAE, MNSUAM Discussion panelist  

 Dr. Alamgir A. Khan, subject expert, Agri Engg, MSNUAM Focal Person/ 

Moderator 

Proceedings of the session commenced at 2:30 PM. A few versus from Holy 

Quran were recited to start the proceedings. Engr. Dr. Alamgir A. Khan served as 

moderator. Prof. Dr. Asif Ali, Vice chancellor, MNSUAM welcomed kynote speakers, 

discussion panelists and all the participants. He briefed about MNSUAM research 

efforts to address the regional problems including uprising mango industry through 

introducing mango Small Tree System (STS) and mango festivals. He apprised the 

faculty members for conducted need based research after seeking engage their 

research in industrial oriented solutions. He emphasized that academic personels 

concentrate on knowledge development rather than businesses.  

The keynote speaker Prof. Dr. Amir Ejaz vice chancellor MNS UET talked 

about industy academia connections and future research trends. He described that 

three main research streams Information Technology (IT), Nano Technology (NT) and 
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Bio Technology (BT) are emerging to support industry. He further added that IT 

reached its peak, now its time for NT and BT. Trust is the most important element to 

reduce gap between industry and academia. At the end, he suggested that competitions 

for innovative solutions between students should be promoted to find solution for 

industry driven problems.  

Mr. Jamil Ahmad Jamil, Managing Director Punjab Small Industries corporation 

Lahore briefed about their department Punjab Small Industries Corporation (PSIC) 

statuary and its mandate to promote artisans and industry. He said, PSIC facilitating 

in the development of small and medium size industries, access to developed 

infrastructure, business advisory services and market channels. Establishing new 

business and development of artisan’s village, design centers, workshop and 

institution are its main function. He said the beneficiaries of PSIC are also include 

University Graduates with Entrepreneurial Skills and Diploma / certificate holders of 

technical / Vocational Training institutes. He apprised the partcipants about loan 

facilty raninging form Rs.100,000 to Rs. 1000,000 on subsidized 4% to 5% rate of 

markup. He said PSIC interested in to facilitate University graduate having 

entrepreneurial skills through provision of credit facility on subsidized rate of mark 

up on soft terms & for establishment of their own business. At the end he showed his 

interest to arrange awareness session in the university to promote industrial problems 

oriented research and work.  

Online Webinar arrangements at MNSUAM  

Muhammad Usman Khawaja, chief executive officer, Excell Group of 

Industries described importance of Multan and its historic similarity with Damascus. 

He further added that Multan has distinctive geographical location in Pakistan as it is 
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located in the center of the county. In addition of large industries, Multan has great 

potential for cottage industry. Khawaja Usman provided three lists for potential 

industries including i). industries already manufacturing products and they have still 

room to expand and help country to increase its export; ii). New business ideas; iii). 

Import subsitutes to help Pakisan save foreign exchange. 

1. List of existing business having room to expand 

 Peshawari Chappel or Sharki chappel or Phas earned good name in 

middle east 

 Manufacturing of kitchen and bath tovels due to good adsorbing 

quality of Multan cotton has good potential across the borders such 

as Middle east and Europe. 

 Locally made fans and coolers could capture the African markets 

 Pakistan has good quality mango and its export has obvious 

potential for Middle East, Europe and North Americal. Export 

potential is consistently increasing for both fresh and dried 

mangoes 

 Improving quality of eatables like nimko and processed nuts still 

has room of business in South Punjab 

 Camel skin products need to improve and these have reasonable 

room for increasing export 

2. New business ideas 

 Multani Khussa is getting attention in Europe especially in UK. 

Youth wear these shoes with jeans and this fashion is on high pace 

of adaptation. It is important to work on improving quality of 

Multani Khussa and to introduce new designs to fetch emerging 

international market.  

 Chicken feet has emerging potential of its export to china 

 Mango candies and mango chips for domestic and international 

market 

 Cosmetic creams. Establishing cosmetic industries have great 

potential because of availibilty raw materials within the South 

Punjab. 
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3.  Substitute of import items to address local need 

 Cheddar cheese and mozzarella cheese. Pakistan is 3rd largest milk 

producer and also importer of cheese.  

In the end of his talk Khawaja Usman emphasized that academia and industry 

jointly set a target to increase export and find subsititutes of import. He re-

emphacised to Academic institutions for improving technologies regarding local 

development of high quality cheese in Pakistan 

Dr. Asif Yaseen, assistant professor, Department of Commerce, Bahauddin 

Zakariya Univesity, Multan discussed the importance of enterprenurship and its 

ecology. He expressed his views about Tripple Helix Aproach i.e. academia, industry 

and Govt departments.  

After that panal discussion and questions answers session started. Participants 

asked the questions from keynote speakers and discussion panelist. Most of the 

questions from the participants were about new programs and facilities offered by 

PSIC. 

At the end of the session, Prof. Dr. Amir Ejaz gave concluded remarks that 

academia and industry linkages are crucial to combat the current challges Pakistan 

facing in research and development. 

Note: presentation of director PSIC is attached for detailed information related 

to their schemes for loan  
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